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Society Publishes Post Carcls 

The Society's second series of his­
toric buildings post cards was iss ued in 
November. The cards pic ture pencil draw­
ings by Irwin J. Kappes of the Bowne House, 
Christ Church , Marlpit Hall and Old First 
Church. The Bowne House, pictured here, 

is likely receiv i ng its first post card 
portrayal . Each of the drawings is on 
exhibi t in "Middletown: Through Artists' 
Eyes" . 

A set of four costs $1 .00 . The cards 
are on sale at the museum and at the Mid ­
dl etown Railroad Station. The first series 
is al so available f or $1 .00. It pictures 
our museum, the Murr ay Farm House , the 
Shoal Ha r bo r Mar ine Museum and the old 
Midd letown Railroad Sta ti on. Township 
scenes are rare ly offered on post cards now . 
The Societv is pleased to revi ve t hem. Of 
course , ma~y will fi nd them too at t rac tive 
to mail. Star t a coll ec tion. We hope t o 
conti nue the ser ies . 

Meeting Notice 
The next two rr.ee tin gs a re January 26 
and Feb rua ry 23 , Monday niqhts at 
8 : 00 PM at the museum. January is 
l i ke ly to b e interes ting as we open 
discus s ion on whether or not to adopt 
a mas t e r r lan . 

DECEMBER, 19 86 

Marlon Carlson Gives OH 
Marion Dz i ezyc Carl son gave the Soc i ety an oil paint­

ing pic t ur i ng her farm l ocated at Red Hi l l and 3amm Holl ow 
Roads . It is signed "Tush" , Mrs. Car l son' s fi rst marr i ed 
name , and dated 1952 , the year fol l owing t he Tus h' s pur ­
chase of the farm . The painted scene i s changed n= only 
by the absence of a barn , wh ich was destroyed by f i re . 

The farm is smaller now than when purchased by Mrs . 
Carlson 's uncle in 1922. He cleared wooded growth , ra ised 
chickens and sold eggs . He built and sold houses on Red 
Hill Road, reducing the farm t o seven acres . The most pop­
ular crop today is raspbe:-ries, making Mrs . Carlson in­
clined to call her unnamed proper ty "Raspberry farm". Let 
that be the name of our painting . Since life often illli­
tates art, perhaps Mrs . Carlson wi l l attach the name to 
the land , too . 

Mrs . Carlson a l so grows fl owers and shrubs . Her 
l ove f or t he l an d anc f lowers is readi l y apparent to 
passers - oy. Tha t same fee ling i s captu r ed in oil . The 
painting is a proud add i tion t o our col lect ion. 

Marion Dziezyc Car i son was born i n Carnegie, Pa , but 
spent her earl y years i n Poland . She returned to t he 
Un i t ed States in 1922 and was a member of the Mi ddletown 
Township Hi gh School Class of 1929. Her ar t istic sk i lls 
were expressed ear l y, including the artwork for the school 
year book as i ndicated by thi s humerous example. Marion 

Continued on page 4 



Mlddletown Quiz 
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16 . Where i s t his well located? Hin t : it i s next t o one 
of the Township ' s bes t known landmarks. 

17. When , by whom and why was Shadow Lake so named? 

18 . What was the early sourc e of mu c h of the f unding for 
Leonardo ' s Camp Happi~ess? 

19, Who wrote a novel continuing Charles Di cken's unfi n­
i s hed "The Mystery o f Edwin Drood "? 

Shopping at the Museum 
The fol l owing are on sa l e at t he Mus eum . Several 

i~ems would make attrac live gi f ts. We are willing to mai l 
the atlases for $1. 50 mailing charge pe r vo lume. 

Atlas r ep r ints - soft cover 
1873 Bee r s 
1889 Wolver ton 

$20 . 00 
$25 .00 

Monmouth County Bibl i ography $ 7 . 50 
by Robe r t Van Benthuysen , one o f the most 
use fu l books on the county ever publ i shed 

Middletown A- Z ( Achter Coll to Zoning) $10 . 00 
by Thelma Jell iffe, a soft cover 
di c tionary - styl e compi la tion of fac ts 

Steam Vessel s Buil l i n Old Monmouth 1B4 1- 1894 $15.00 
by Leon Reuss i l le 

Matted Print - Old Middletown Village 
or black and white - members 

- non- m~mbe rs 

in color 

Maps -hand colored r e productions of 19th 
century village plans of Middletown , 
Na vesink, an d Leeds vill e - s ee display 
1n Middletown Libr a r y 

MTHS post cards - set of f ou r - see ar t i c l e 
Post card of Croyd rn Hall Academy 
Pewter medalli on - MTHS 

Tax Law Change 

$ 2.50 
$ s.oo 

varies 
$ 1 . 00 
$ 1 . 00 
$ 7.50 

The r ecent change in the Internal 
Revenue Code, t o be effect ed in 1987, 
makes i t advisable to ref l ec t on the tim­
ing of gi f ts to non- profi t organizat ions . 
The i r tax reduction values will likely 
never be higher than i n 1986. This is es­
pecially t rue for obj ec t s tha t have appre­
ciat ed i n value . The Socie t y is eligible 
f or t ax free contr ib utions under Section 
501 (c)3 of the Code . Please call Society 
Pres i den t , Randal l Gab riel an, 671-2645 if 
you wish t o di s cus s a pos s i bl e donation. 

Henry T. Gullck • Middletov,n 
Folk Artist 

Henry Thomas Gulic k was an ar tist c as t 1n the now 
c lassic mold of a successful old- timer t ak ing up ar t in 
la ter yea rs and blossoming in a second car ee r . Hi s ne 
ninety years or li ving here, hi s farmer' s relati onshipar 
wi t h our land and his local subject matLer earn him l i ke 
no ot her tile designat ion "Middletown' s arti s t " . 

Henry Gul i ck was born in Manalapan Township, New 
Jersey, August 1 , 1872. His family moved t o the New Mon­
mouth section of Middletown Town ship in 187 4 and to a farm 
in the Holland di st ri ct in 1880. He li ved here for the 
rest of his life . The farm today is the site of the Ame r­
ican Telephone & Telegraph Company building . 

Guli ck 's early artis t ic training was min i mal. He 
l ea rned to dr aw as a youth and enjoyed copyi ng in char-. 
coal . Two drawings hu ng in the Gulick home for many 
years, copies of Landsee r' s "Monarch of t he Glen", a stag 
popul ar ized by an insurance company and Rosa Bonheur's 
"Horse Fair" , an eno rmously popular picture around the 
tur n of the century, now in t he Metropolitan Museum. Per­
haps t hey pres aged t he talen t that would l ater manifest 
itself in a different medium. Gulick spen t a life crop 
and dairy farmi ng. He l ong ran a milk r oute to Atlantic 
High l and s . He raised fruit and would pl ant a new orchard 
on t he bi rth of a ch ild. Henry Guli ck and the farmer 
Charlot te Emi ly Wikoff f i e l d ~ad four children. ~en ry 
coul d t ell how o: d each orchar d was by looking at its cor­
responding ch i ld . 

Gulick t urn ed the farm over lo son J oseph Dy 1946 and 
was suffering from arthri ti s. Hi s child ren gave him a box 
of pa i nts at Christmas that year wi th a note urging the ir 
use . And pa int he did. Gulick sought guidance from local 
a r tists. Ma rshal l Simpson, the best known of a "Middle­
town s chool" of local ar t i sts, urged r,im to pa int on pr i med 
mason i te . Howe ver , he would not tamper with Gulick's na­
tive talent , claiming l ate r the best he did fo r Gulic k was 
leaving him alone. 

Gulick's s ubj ect ma tter was the l ocal scene and f a­
mi lia r objects . ~e paint€d wha t he saw , what he recal led 
seeing or what he would have liked to see. His painting 
t he old buildings or the area preserve images or some t ha t 
are gone, particularly the Gu lick farm . He recalled the 
past , with an 1888 view of the Gulick fa rm, pa i nt ed 65 
years l a ter, a notab: e example. He t ook license t o r ear­
r ange the lar,dscape to sat isfy his vis ion . Life imita t ed 
art in one instance. A 1954 pai nt i ng of t he Senator 
Hend ri ckson farm placed a non- existent pond i n the fo r e­
ground. The property owner l iked U1e view and built a 
pond . Rai l passengers ~o Mi dd l etown can " f ee l " the ap­
proac h to the stat ion by passing under the br idge at Red 
Hil l Road . The vi ll age ,s ne, er i n vie•,1, though i t is 
l oc at ed onl y about 200 ya rd s to t he north. Gulick created 
such a ~cene, howeve r , pai nting a view of the village 
unde r :he tridge, wh i ch borders t he top of the canvas. 

Two f requen t Gulick s ubjects a re l andscapes and in­
t e r iors, Both exemp l i fy an app reci ation for composition 
and deta il , Se · 1ons of his greater works are composed 
w'. t ~ an organ:3~:.ona l st r uc t ure enabl i ng them to stand 
aione as sepa r ate i mages . J oi ned on can vas they form a 
who:f- i nat can alte r-nativ e ly be nos t alg ic , charming , and 
vi bran t . Tr.e f arm s ~enes are als0 af fect i ng . Such paint­
ings 1nc l u~ e "Edw i n Beekman ' s Appl e Packing Shed" , por­
t r aying busy far~ hands mov'. ng c rops that wi ll not wait, 
"Wi ll El y 's Sa les and Ex change Stabl e", a humerous por­
traya l of six horses vi ewed f r om t he end of the horse that 
does not stare back and "Fire board - Ap ples with Beecher 
Baskets" , an evoc a ' i ve s ti ll l ife. Many interiors were 
cra f t ed wi t h deta il ed l ovi ng care . No item in a crowded 
roo~ was too un impor tant no t to mer i t exacting pl acement. 

Guli c~•~ best work s were pai nt ed in the late fort i es 
!hr0u£h ' he ~i d-f i ft i es, though he w0r ked until the end 
i ~ •~-- . He exh i ~: t ed i~ many gr oup shows and had two 
or.e "ar. sl1cY,; 5 l n 1 %~ , one 1n a gal l ery and the other at 
Set0n Ha !l ~ni vers1t\ . His ~ark was the subj ect of a 
~3 JOr re•ros pe : t 1~e ~x ~:b1 t a t t he Montc lai r Ar t Muse~m 
111 iq-" · '.t consl:'t ed c'" 71 ;-,a '.n t i ngs and t he twc earl y 
d ,., a;..· : ngs. CL.! 1cK 1s 1:1 at least t. ~·1r ee muse um c0ll ection5 • 
· he :iewc1 rk ~useurr,, t •1e ~:ont cl a i r Ar t Museum and the Mon ­
mou~h ~aun t y 11.s·ori ca l Assoc1 at1on. Hl ! works are regu­
l arl y o~ \le~ a : ~ ~e 13: t e :· . 

The Mon :.. ... : 2u-- e xh 1b :t ·.,.1as acr,:) rn pan Je~ ~1Y a \./e:l -i l ­
l ust rate ~ ~a ta lr,~ . I t i s ~he Qest f Ulde to :ne pJ~l! c of 



Guli ck 's out put. A copy i s in the Society" s l i brary . 
hope to bui l d an illus t ration and slide coll ect ion to 
Midd letown's artis t mor e accessible. In the meant i me 
one oi l and two i ll ustrations in the cu rrent exhibit.' 

We 
mak e 
see 

Atlantic Hlghland1 Formed 
From Mlddletown 100 Yrs. Ago 

Atlantic Highlands separated from Middletown Towns hi p 
by referendum and incorporated as a borough in 1887 . Its 
early histo r y, befo re and after se parat i on, i s intertwined 
with t he Township meriting its tel ling here . The hi lls 
f or ming the northwest corner of Monmouth County were in­
f ormally known as the Highlands of Navesink from the 17th 
through the 19th centu r ies. The designation was not a 
specifi c place , but a mountai nous regi on today including 
parts of Mi ddletown Township, At l anti c Highlands and the 
borough of High lands. The lat ter separated from Middle­
town Township i n 1900. 

Prominent among early sett lers was Richard Hartshorne 
who se't tl ed at the protected f oot of the hills on the ' 
shore of the Nor th Sh rewsbury Ri ver . Although his settle­
ment has always been in Middletown Townsh ip, he may have 
gi ven it a name of ten confused wJth Atlanti c Highlands , 
Portland Point . Por t land , also the name of the Hartshorne 
homeste ad, Is thought to have been brought fr om 
Hortshor ne's na tive Engl and , as Portland Bill on the isle 
of Portlanc off Weymouth , Dorset County , resembles Sandy 
Hook and the su r ro und ing hi lls. This definition of bill is 
a projec tion of l and resembling a beak. 

A " town" here in mid-seventeenth centu ry parlance was 
nearly al ways a sma ll sett lemen t. Hart s horne 's Portland, 
t~iddletown vi llage and Shrewsbury were all settled in the 
mid - 1 660s . A locale In the "mi ddle" of Shrewsbury and 
Portland probably gav e Midd letown its name. 

The Highlands of the Naves i nk sect ion was a natural 
sub jec t f or reso r t de velo pment. This pleasant confluence 
of mounta ins and shore awaited the growth of transporta­
tion fa ci l i ties and a leisure cul ture. Both came in the 
post -:1vil Wa r period. The first major hotel was located 
in ~od ay' s borough of Highlands. J oseph I . Thompson built 
Thom::,son's Pavilion 1n 1852 near the Shrews bury River . It 
cu l tivated a wealthy cl ien~el e , whic h inc luded many well 
known figu r es. Thompson ' s wa s not easi l y accessib l e and 
stood a: one for many years. 

The Leonards were earl y set~le r s of Leonardo, or 
Leon ardv ille as 1• was known in the 1800s . Thomas Henry 
Leonard was oorn there 1n 184J, r eceived his educa tion in 
the local r ed s choo i house popula r ly known as Solomon's 
Temple or t he Ca t B~iar Academy and bec ame a c lerk i n his 
fa the r' s s to r e . He bought the Brown farm i n 1867, which 
later be came much of downtown Atla~tic Highl ands . 

The growt h of lei s ure t ime and transportation led t o 
maJor devel opment of the New Jersey shore in the late 
1860s and 1870s . The Method ists founded Ocean Grove in 
1569 unde r a plan where t he i r organi zat ion would reta in 
owne rsh ip of a ll land, granting only lengthy leasehold 
rights t o "buyers" who passed thei r scruti ny. The Me th­
::,dists' influence was st rong elsewr,ere on the shore and an 
effor t tc assume c1v :: cont ro l was t o be emulated on 
~ Jd:;e tow~• ~ ~a y s n~re . 

,ne Fia ri ~an ar. c DelawareBay Rail road oper,d in 1860 . 
It orig1nattd at ~or t ~onmoJc ~, , aktng a southerly route 
towards ~ong Erancr.. Passengers reached the rai l road by 
s t ecarr'? r s sa iLng frorr. New Yori-: C1ty . The New York and 
~e rg Bran ch Fa1lroad ope~ed !n '875. It was Dilled as the 
" al. ra1 i r-out.e" t .) the st1o r e , wh ic h 1 t was as l ong as one 
s•arted i is tr ip i n : ersey Ci ty or :gnored the shor t fe r r y 
trlp f rom 2ower l'annattan. The Long Branch and Sea Shore 
Pa1:r oad 1:ad beer serJing the Atl ar.t ic sho re since 1865, 
rece . , ;ng passeneers by steame r a t .:andy Hoo::. The de-
ve l -:: ;;e r of a new town or reso rt needed a means to trans­
v,:: r c people . ~hona s H. ~eonard rea l ized this and organ­
ized t ne Eay \' ! PW "'."rans po r t at i::n Company i n tne fall of 
1878 rr ior to l ayi ng out bu: lc1r.g l ots in 1e79_ H1s lar,o 
l ~cl ~:: e~ : ne s t reet s surrounaed ty Eay Vi ew Avenue on the 
r or ti , f i r s t t enue on t he west, Mount Avehue an the 
!C J: ~, and Tn 1r~ A,enue on rne east. ~ ~1e r wa! buil t, 
t J: ,:;1 : 1 a ( ,o~e to the shor~ ~ 1 de water 1,1har~ . Trar. sr,or •. 
1. rr,c ~£' i PS ~~r~ at lea~t '~r~~ ' ol ~, a l&ck c ~ ~us 1ness , 
ar ,nre . at: e "ew J e rsej J~~ ~:r.g place w~i cn aependeo on 
~2 --ra~. e tl de~ ani t~e l ~cK ~fa ~e ~ Y~r ~ doc~. 

~Y~~rs1~r! co ;.d crea te tr3~:pc rtb~1 0n and loca l 
::,,~_ --,.c~~ . :.~ .... ., ;1 ard .!.r.':!u r e~ ';..1 . 1l! ar- F. res ter to open a 

hotel , "foster':; AL lantl c f•,1 ·1,:1r n." '' .:a:; ent ao,1~1eu 
on tt1 e temperance pr i nc Jri le, t. e, ;ivoJd lr,t • e x, t':Jse :i whl • ' 
res ul ted from the s al e of al cohol Jn ot her re uo r t s. 
Leona rd ' s l ease to f os t e r had Lhree pr ~hJblt Jon 3 on 5ell ­
ing i ntoxi cati ng beve rages . Ht s penchant f o r redunaanLy 
would r epeat J t se l f oft en when ri0bli s h l ng hi s h l 5to~. 
Fos ter att ra c ted t wenty- nJn., excur s i ons the f irst yeor nnd 
f or ty the second yea r, s ta tisti cs r ecalled by t he R~d Ba n~ 
Registe r on AprlJ 25, 1900 when noLt rig Mr . f ost<)r' s t w'!r ,­
tl el h ann lve r s ary of se tt l ing in town. He al s o se r vPd 
dinn e r s t o yac hti ng part i.es and hi s pa vi l 1on bec ame thP 
meeting place f or a numbe r of organ izations. 

Hie f i r s t yea r visitors .inc luded the Ri:v. Jamf" !I E. 
Lake , pa rt o f a Sea Bright Met hodi s t Chur c h excur sion. He 
conv.1n ced chu r ch leade r·s t o f or m an assoc lalion f or the 
es tablishment of a r esort . Jt was organized on febr ua ry 
11 , 1881. Rev . Lake secu r ed i n his name nea rl y 400 ac r es 
of farm land be l onging to Edward Hoope r, Thomas Leonard, 
J ohn L. Patterson, Charl es H. Woodward and Nathan iel 
Robe rts and bec ame presiden L of the o rgan i zat ion , the 
Atlan ti c High lands Association . It s Methodis t control was 
to be assu r ed by a constitu tion e:Jtabl1 s h1ng a t welv e mem­
ber board of direc t or s r equl r lng that f our be Methodist 
ministers and f ou r ei ther Me t hodi st minis ters o r lay mem­
bers. four directors need no t have been Me thodists . Pa i d­
in capital was a meager $10,000, whil e the Association 
carried a large deb t. The first sa l e o f lo t s by auc tion 
was on June 1 , 1881. Me thodist cle r gy were pr ominent 
among t he buy e r s of the s ale whJc h r aised $30,075 . 

The Association purcha~ed the pie r and extended It 
1,350 f ee t in t o the bay . Pr oxi mity t o New York City was 
an important fac t o r in the s ite section . Reliable docking 
facil i ties no t dependent on favorable tides we r e cruci al 
to ma i nta Jni ng the advantage o f the l ocale. Civl c improve­
men t planni ng was ambitious an d early real es tate ac tivity 
vigorous. Optimism prevailed, partic ul arly among the 
real estate owning directors , who dec lared a dividend in 
lots. The result was a s teep decline in Assoc iat ion stock 
and a loss of conf idence in the promot e r s who appeared 
more interes ted in thei r investments than the betterment 
of the community . Despite a rai l road connection made in 
1883 and impressive rec r eational fac i lities, business ac ­
tivit y declined. The president , Rev. Lake, and the sec­
retary , his brother- i n- law, Some r s T. Champion, were 
forced to resign. The Rev. Dr. E. C. Curti s was elected 
presiden t and proceeded to r educe the Associ a tion 's de bt 
by the sal e of lots. Although he pr ogressed, public 
improvements, pa r ticular l y st ree t lighti ng and road con­
dit ions, lagged. The publ ic moved toward assumi ng greater 
cont rol _of affairs by f o rm ing a bo rough . Opinion f avor i ng 
its es ta blishment was spurred b~ t he efforts of tne two 
young women publishers of the "AL l antic H1ghland3 Indepen ­
den t" Ella S. Leonard and Caroli ne G. ~I ng le . 

It was ra1r ly si mp le fo r a :imall area to organi ze a 
borough in tne 1880s . The 1844 New .Jersey Constitution 
req ~i red an act of the legisla ture t o c r eate a new mun i c­
ipaiJty. Howeve r, an 1878 act perm it ted areas of no ~QrP 
than four sq~a r e mi les wi t h a population of no more than · 
5,000 t o seek a refe r endum f o r ee tao1i·s·r i ng b • . . - , a o rougn by 
pe 0 1t1on of owners of at lea~t te n percent of t rip va iup 
of assesse d property 1.d th 1 n 1 ts proposed bo r rl" r s · Bo ~ - ., 
~uth~r~ ty was 1 iml ted' but J t could ra lse m! ~~r ~axes ' ~~~-
oca mprovements . The re li e one source of 0 

Some voters di d not want tr,e burden of an ;,dd i~~os:~
1
~:; _ 

I~ _a
1
d
1
d1tion, the Associ ation was strongl y oppose ~n~o this 

C 0 enge of I t s author i ty . -
Vo:er! chose a bo r ougn on Marrh 7 -~8.7 a tion to v. , 1 . - • · The t.s< ccl -r o .. ega ac tion cl a iming that the l eg i~l a ture -

,;~r~~a~p~~ ~~~i~ ~~~p~:a!~t~:~~ ~~ r~~~= mt '.micipal pow~~:-
cor po ra t · T - · Ya mun1 ci pa 1 ion. he boroJgh pre va il ed. The li l i · 1 . 
likely prod uce a fasci nating s to ry beyc nd th ~a c on would 
t>,is ar• lcl e A e ;; Cope of 
· - . · compariscn wi th anotrie r MP•hodi• ' bod 
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, e cean Grove Cam ~ Mee ting ~• , 1 . . 
be lnte rP"tl ng -h b ·-so _ at1on, wou ! C: 

e .J . • 
1 e c. r ough spent riearl y $500 its r 1 • 

yea, and obtained tt1e suppo r t of t h 1 · .. r St 
di 1 e P'JvJ a c:: e as road 

con tens and st r~e t l ighting lmpro~ed. 

'Borougn laws chang .. d oft':'n in '.hat p.!::rloc. Tr,e tor­
ougr, s l 1m1 t.ed autho r i t; vept It ar Ecf''<> c t 
t eh . ' . J • - l 'le ¥art or ~ t z 
. own" ii:, . Tne M1ddl1: :.:::.-.m towns h i'."1 ,..,mmltt <>" , l 
tJ v<- ' y l ~tl . , • - .. :ne . aterr.a-

_, .n . . an , . . c"H i gn]ar,ds and dlst,u r·s e :J r cac rr.oney t o 
its new borough. r und r f o r r oad s w<>r• - , . . 

~ - - ~ ~e1 nur , r1~a 1 
expend~L~re ana patrohage sou rce 1~ the d~ · ad~ s -~~ .., ~r.; tne 
turr, c f , he c~ntury. A bett er cl a im en i own sr,1:., r oad 
money was a facto r in the bor ough mo ·,~n:"r. t. · 

ALl ar,lit Hi ghl ands relncor~orated ln i il9 ' . An ' 8'jL 
!;tale law t o t.all:,' se~aratej b{Jr0ugr,s fror l,:,-.,r.!,.lp a·i~h~r-



ity . The town prospered and became t he business center 
for surrounding parts of Middletown Township . The popu­
larity of Atlanti c Highl ands can be inferred from an 1894 
offering of Leonardo real estate on its border . Buyers 
were offered lots with the same appeal as adjoining At ­
lantic Highlands , but a t lower . prices and with no bor ough 
tax. The borough name also had appeal outside it bound­
aries. A development be t ween Belford and Leonard o was 
named Atlan t i c Highland Gardens . Name borrowing is a 
recurring practice from popular towns. 

The name of the place was deliberated twice . At lantic 
Highlands was adopted in place of Bay Vi ew when the Asso­
ciation was incorporated . On one han d the latter was t oo 
closely identified with T. H. Leonard 's ventu r e, wh ile on 
the other , Bay View was also taking broade r attachment 
beyond the Assoc iat ion 's lands . Cha nge was consi dered 
during the borough movement. Despite an ti-associa tion 
sentiment , it was realized the name Atlantic High lands had 
been circulated widely and the iden tity was worth retain ­
ing . 

An unwitting tie between the Socie ty ' s l and and At­
lantic Highlands meri ts mention in closing. Real es tate 
development was active on both si des of the borough bor ­
der . The site of our muse um was owned by the Burdge fam­
ily for generations . Edward T. Burdge sol d over 100 acres 
to the Highland Park Assocation, whi ch planned a fan cy 
residential development . The ir grand pl ans neve r materi­
alized . They built six houses , sell ing th r ee to various 
buyers. The Association sold the other three and t he for­
mer farm to Mel vin A. Ri ce . Mr . Rice expanded the Burdge 
house extensively. Most think it was built as a new , 
free-standing structure . Howe ver, the rear kitchen sec­
tion appears to be the old house . Edward T. Burdge built 
the first private residence in Atlantic Highlands on Third 
Avenue. 

Art Exhibit Opens 
Kappes Drawings Featured 

The exhibit "Middletown : Through Artists ' Eyes" 
opened October 25, 1986. A members reception was held 
November 14, 1986 . The exhibit will remain through April 
27, 1987. The October newsletter described the paintings. 
We comment on the Irvin J . Kappes series of drawings of 
notable architecture. 

The drawings and paintings are compatible in the ex ­
hibit, but they posses some noteworthy contrasts . A key 
one is number. There are twelve drawings in a consistant 
style, whereas there are no more than four paintings by 
one artist or in one style. Their number , dominating the 
southwest corner of the main exhibit room, command atten­
tion. A second is color, or its absence . Their first 
impression may be subtile , as they are drawn in pencil. 

P .O. BOX 434 
MIDDLETOWN , NJ 07748 
PHONE: 291-8739 during muAeum hours. 
EDITOR : RANDALL GABRIELAN 

There ls no "prettiness" of color , out a quiet d1,gri1ty 
focusing the eye on form and line . The third is that they 
are works with a message: inte res ting arc hitec ture 1s 
plentiful in the Townsh ip . The buildings merit a careru1 
look . Many of these notable buildings , f o r example the 
several on Kings Highway , are so muc h in our midst a.s t.o 
be too easy to take for granted . Othe rs , such il3 the 
fonner Chapel Hi l l Lighthouse and the Bowne Hou.se , a r e 
virtually hidden from view . See the t we lve drawings to­
gether , then the buildings i ndividual ly. One hopes the 
exhibit heigh t ens awareness and promotes appreciation f o r 
these buildings . 

Mr . Kappes believes that one "knows" a building only 
by drawing it. He f ee l s the re lationship of eye to hand 
creates an understanding not otherwise ob t ainable . Your 
editor , who , l ike most r eaders , does not dra1o1 , th Inks some 
of that understanding can be conveyed by viewing drawings . 
Look at the drawings foc using on composition and building 
lines . The drawings may change your percept i on o f the 
buildings and increase appreciation. A " look i ng aid" for 
eight buildings can be obtained through post cards . See 
the Page 1 article . 

Quiz An•wer• 
16. Look a r ound town o r call the editor a t 671-2645 o r 

hope we r emember t o list the local e in the next i s s ue . 

17 • In 1929 property owne r s adjoining the newly built 
lake selected Shadow Lake from many suggested because 
it r eflected t he area's quiet , restfu l ambience and 
since the tall trees su rround ing the lake would cast 
shadows whethe r in s un or moon light. 

18 . Recei pts from a play "Blind Life" , written by frank 
E. Hall of Highlands who had no playwrigh ting experi­
ence when he became blind . It has a love plot and 
depict s living condi tions of blind people, especially 
the i r i ndustrial activities. 

19 . Henry Morford . I ts title is "J ohn Jasper 's Secret". 

Carlson 
also had musical talents, s i nging second soprano in a 
young womens choir. Her special ty was Polish folk music, 
a subject that took her to Poland in 1934 to research Pol ­
ish costumes at the University of Cracow library . Marion 
also painted theater scenery . 

Marion Carlson studied at the Newark School of Fine 
and Industrial Art . Her early work was landscapes, with 
a later abstract period . Marion's early married life was 
spent in Brooklyn , where she had a portrait studio in her 
apartment. She returned to Middletown in 1945 . 

Mrs. Carlson remarked that the present times are 
among her happiest. She has a productive , fond relat ion­
ship with the ground, which responds beautifully to her 
careful, loving touch. She has had an accomplished art i s ­
tic career . The Society is proud to have one of her works 
to share with future generations . 

M EMBERSllll' Oli E:­
PE H CAJ.ENDAH l H. 

DEDICATEU TU HESEARCHING, COLLECTING ANO EXHIBITING THE 
HISTORY OF MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP. lo,livi <l uol - - S'i.O!J 

Middlecown 
Townshir, 
Hiscorical 

Society 

Museum: In the main building at Croydon Hall on Leonardville Rd. between Chamone 
and Bellevue Aves. in the township's Leonardo 11eetion. Open Saturdays & Sundays. 

Muting11: 8:00 PM at the museum, generally on the fourth Monday with oocaaional 
exceptions for major holidays. 

Donations of historical materials: Please see a museum guide or write to the Society. 

Family - $)(1.00 

Du f'~ fnr n••w mf'm l~ r~ 
j oining after Ort . l in­
ri nd ,• fol!u wing yra r . 
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