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New Slide Shows 
"Monmouth County Place Names" made its 

debut at the Keyport Historical Society on 
April 6 and will be shown again at the 
Shrewsbury Historical Society on May 21, 
8:00 PM, at their museum on the southwest 
corner of Sycamore Avenue and Route 35. 
It outlines the process of place name 
research. 

A Part II of "Middletown: Then and 
Now" is progressing. Most of the older 
pictures are gathered one or two at a time, 
often from snapshots or post cards. Slides 
and copy prints are made from originals, 
which are returned if the owners want them. 
Additional views are needed. Please call 
Randy Gabrielan at 671-2645, or write the 
Society, if you can help. 

New Members 
for 1986 

Anthony Cabelo 
Richard Weiner 
John G. Wood 

New Monmouth 
Brielle, N. J. 
Red Hill 

for 1987 
Joseph and Marie Anania 
John and Bette Bates 
David and Pauline Boyd 
Bonnie Brower 
Jane Denton 
Mary Ann Dziezyc 
Julia Dodd 
John Gallo 
Margaret Gunkel 
Ramon Maxson 
George and Mary Ali ce 

Moss 
Gregory Orr 
Edwin Phillips 
Louis and Jean Schlaufman 
Richard Silverton 
Elizabeth Tindall 

Middletown 
Middletown 
Leonardo 
Middletown 
Tinton Falls, NJ 
Eatontown, NJ 
River Plaza 
Lincroft 
Oak Hill 
Locust 

Rumson , N.J . 
Leonardo 
Toms River, NJ 
Vero Beach, FL 
Matawan, NJ 
Colts Neck, NJ 
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A Study of a Historic House 
The Tmmship of Middletown hired an architect to make 

a historical structure repor t on the Whitlock-Seabrook
Wilson House , popularly known as the "Spy House''· Short 
and Ford, histo r ic project specialists, issued their find 
ings in late 1986. The partial summary here is intended 
to give wider ci rculation to t he commendable proj ect . 

The building is owned by the Township . The house is 
the subject of numerous legend s , including the incorrect 
one that was a center of Revolutionary War spying activi
ties . "Spying", or observation of enemy naval movements , 
was done from Garrets Hill, now part o f the Navy's Earl e 
Chapel Hi ll facility. The report's purpose is to doc ument 
and illus t rate the buildings original and later appear
ance, document present condition , provide a de tailed ar
chitectural description as part of the build .ing' s perma
nent archival record, and to identify conserv a tion and 
restoration needs and priorities. The three methods used 
were examination of older and curren t pictures, hi storical 
records, mostly from primary sources, and on-site phy sical 
examination. 

The findings indicated that the western section is 
the oldest . It is on the left of this drawing by Charles 
Detwiler, whi ch was not part of the study. It projects 
the appearance after the last of three sections (on the 
right) was added, but prior to the late 19th century add i
tion of a second story by Reverend Wilson in the middle 
section . Evidence based on settlement patterns and the 
movements of Thomas Whitlock, the house 's first owner 
support a date of no earlier than 1686. Short and Fo ~d 
indicate tha t parts of the building are structu rall y 
fragile, that interior f inishes are dete riorated due t o 
age and weather (noticeable after a short vis it by any 
casual observer) and that inappropriate e lements have been 
added over the years compromising architec tural i ntegrity. 
They recommend that this important building be preserved 
and restored in a histori cally appropriate manner . They 
also note that archaeologi cal potential of the site mer i t s 
consideration of such work when opportunity arises . 

The oldest part of the house is attributed to Thomas 
Whitlock. He was likely Englis h and settled wi t h hi s En 
glish wife at Gravesend, in the Dutch colony of New Net h
erland, now part of Brooklyn, by 1654. Whitlock and 
others visited what became the Monmou th bay shore in 1663, 
seeking suitable settlement sites . The Dutch colony fell 



t o Eng l a~d in 1664, fac i litating the expansion of English 
settlements . Whitlock arrived in 1664. His first resi 
dence cannot be conclusively determined , but the Short and 
Fo rd report and a preponderanc€ of evidence indicate it 
was in Middle town village . The earliest evidence of 
Whitl oc k ownership of bay shore property is 1676 , when the 
East Jersey Proprietors recognized his rights to eight 
pa rcels of land . Whitlock had dual residency in Monmouth 
County and Westchester County , New York from 1678 until 
1686. He likely built his bay shore house no earlier than 
1686 , a da t e backed by various secondary sources and rein
f or ced by a 1687 road return that recorded the formal 
opening of a road connecting Middletown village and the 
salt meadows of Shoa l Harbor . Whitlock sold the house to 
his step-son Daniel Seabrook in 1696, but apparently lived 
t here unt il his death in 1703 . 

The record reve als little about Daniel Seabrook after 
1696. Ey 1717 the property was controlled by James 
Seabrook , e ithe r the son or brother of Daniel . The house 
was owned by a suc,ession of Seabrooks until 1855. Sea
brooks were ac tive in municipal government and were prom
inent Towns hip ci tizens . Thomas Seabrook was a major and 
later a lieutenant colonel in the New Jersey militia dur
ing the revolution and served in the New Jersey General 
Assembl y from 1779 to 1781 . The site's strategic location 
saw mili tary acti vi ty during the war . However , documen
tary evid ence is s cant and the spying stories are unfound
ed , fancifu l fiction. Shoal Harbor was, however , the 
landing site of British troops in April 1779, who made 
well-documented local raids. 

Seabrooks were active and prospered in maritime trad
ing . One, Thomas Seabrook , drowned in 1740 while a ship 
passenger on Long Is l and Sound. Another , Henry Seabrook, 
left the Middletown home in 1839 , settling in Keyport, 
then part of Middletown Township , where he was a respected 
member of the Baptis t Church. There the Rev. William V. 
Wilson was appointed pastor in 1841 . Wilson married into 
the Seabrook family in 1842 . His bride was Lydia, Henry 
Seabrook ' s younger sister . Business ties would also 
develop . Wilson had a long successful career in transpor
tation and the church . He purchased the house in 1855 
from the Seabrook estate and lived there most of his life. 
Wilson died in 1908 and willed the house to a daughter, 
Martha s. Griggs . The building was later a boarding house 
and a tavern . It was vacant for some years prior to pur
chase by the Township . 

The architectural investigation employed several 
techn iques including physical investigation , sketching and 
measuring , preparation of room sur\Aey sheets and photogra
phy, the la tte r t wo methods providing a graphic record 
of si te observations and examination of material samples . 
The investigation was not conclusive that Whitlock built 
in the 17th century the oldest part of the house standing 
t od ay . 

The two main sections are a two story flat roofed 
s ec t ion on the west and a two and one- half story gable 
roofed section on the east . The former is the original 
house and is on the left of our pre-final expansion 
sketch . A flat roofed porc h extends from the western 
section . A l ean-to shed 1s attached to the western end . 
The house is clapboard covered with a series of varied 
s iz e windows . 

The floor pl ans and physical description provide an 
excellent aid to understanding the building. Only the_ 
first f lo~r is r eproduced here and in a much reduced size. 
The fo llowi ng descr i~ ti ons are very brief . Room 101, ex
t ens ivly a l tered , is the main r oom of the 17th century 
hou se. A sec t i on of the south walrs lath and plaster have 
bee n remo~ ed exposing ro ugh timber, adzed posts and mud 
filling . 101 A and 101 3 are appendages of and are similar 
to 101. The floor of 101B i s open, exposing a pit of hand 
made bricks . Room 1C2 is a lean- to , now occupied by a 
mode rn kitchen . Altera tions obscure many details . It is 
difficult t o ascerta : n i f this is part of the original 
house . If not , i t is ve ry old . Room 103 is a greatly al
tered part of t he or igi nal house . It had been subdivided 
and was a kitchen steam r oom during the building ' s res
taurant day s. It i s thought that Room 104 , connected with 
103, once opened t o Room 109 of the building's second sec
tion. 105 i s a passageway between first and second sec-

L oa, aod coa taia, states , ii ha, "''" me,ely modlfied 

with sl~ping ceil i ng and floor due either t o settlemen t or 
alterations . Rooms 106 and 107 were once a single room 
used for storage during inn days . They are now public 
rest rooms with little original material left . 

Parts of 105, 106 and 107 may have been part of the 
building's second phase . Alterations have obscured the 
original plan. Volume 2 of the report examines evidence 
in detail and projects the section as being a Seabrook 
18th century construction rather than a Whitlock 17th cen
tury addition . Room 108 is now the main entry . The room 
is largely intact with the rear or north wall once having 
been an exterior wall . It contains a Dutch door with the 
two sections fastened together and a small fireplace . 
Room 109 is a rear entry added after 108 . It contains two 
levels of flooring and stairs to the second floor. Dif
ferent size stair risers indicate a likely prior, differ
ent floor configuration . There had been a fireplace on 
the west wall, with the entire wall once removed to open 
the space t o 104 . 109A is a closet. 
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The eastern sect ion is estimated to have been buil t in 

phases in the latter part of the 18th century. The second 
story addi tion likely was made no earlier than 1798 . 
Rooms 110 and 111 are a double parlor now used for meeting 
and exhibit space. The north wall of 110 has plaster re
moved to show timber frame construction with infilled 
brick nagging . 30th rooms have fireplaces on their east 
walls, with neither their surrounds nor mantles original. 
Closets are next to the fire place in 110 and alcoves in 
111. The C.1800 construction is dated by flooring nails, 
fireplace openings and floor joists . Later modifications 
leave little original finishes . . b 

The center section was raised to two full stories Y 
i the 19th cenRev Wilson perhaps in two stages, late n 

· ' ddi tions are tury . The historical record of the later a rah 
better recorded through a painting and a photog P · tand 

• · 1at1ve s -
The report outlines needed work wilh reith repairs . 

ards of need. The Township is progressing w 
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