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Mlclclletown's Trains ancl 
Trolleys (Concludecl) 

The trolley had a strong impact on development of its 
service areas. Highlands, which separated from Middletown 
Township forming a borough government in 1900 saw its 
Waterside resort business boom. Atlantic Highland's busi­
ne~s community prospered, serving surrounding Township 
neighborhoods. The identity with that borough was partic­
ularly close in parts of Leonardo, with several Leonardo 
facili ties using Atlantic Highlands addresses . The greatest 
impac t on the Township proper was housing and education . 
Middletown in the late 19th century consisted primarily of 
farms, many of them large . Pre-rail housing construction 
was generally limited to one or a very small .number of 
houses erected on land bought from a farmer . A trend to 
developing farms into substantial seasonal homes had start­
ed around 1890 . The best known and longest enduring was 
Water Witch Club. It is located in the Navesink hills and 
was organized with a governing body regulating internal 
affairs. It is the present Monmouth Hills section. The 

•

hland Park Improvement Company s tarted a similar settle­
t on the former Burdge farm on land overlooking Leonard­
le Road. However, only a few large homes were built, 

with the short-lived venture falling short of expectations. 
Melvin A. Rice bought the unutilized land in 1912, adding 
it to his Drynoch Farm that once covered the Croydon Hall 
property. Other parts of the tract make up the Beacon Hill 
Country Club. 

The new Atlantic Highlands branch railroad was holpful 
in attracting city folk who summered in the Township . 
Developments dotted Belford and Loenardo roads near the 
train and trolley. They were smaller than the country 
es tate type, but larger than the one to four site carving 
from a farm. The largest trackside development would appear 
southwest of the bay shore on the Campbells Junction to 
Red Bank trolley. 

Farmer .Joseph Field, affectionately known as Uncle Josie, 
became a local legend from his great vigor to the end of a 
long life. He was a bachelor until age 75, fathered three 
children and lived to 104, dying in 1897 . His farm was about 
400 acres, located south and west of Highway 35 and Oak Hill 
Road. The farm was bought in 1910 by directors of the Mon­
mouth County Fair Association, who formed the Minnesink Park 
Realty Company. They gave the fair association 62 acres 
be tween the highway and the r ailroad , expecting the sale of 
building lots to return the entire purchase price. The fair 
moved t o the site in 1913 from rented land in Red Bank. 
The Township ' s largest real estate developement and a major 
agricultural society located here in large part due to the 
trolley 

High school education was not wide-spread in New Jersey 
until two decades into this century. This article will 
mention only one reason - transportation. The one or two 
room multi-graded school was necessary in the 19th century 

use there was no way to transport pupils. Most were 
fied with basic instruction in the three Rs. The 

" portation obstacle was even greater for the few who 
wanted to continue schooling. Thus, early high schools 
were limited to the populous towns such as Long Branch, 
Freehold and Red Bank. a:ntinued on page 3 
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Aspects of Highway History 

A history of Kings Highway is virtually a 
history of Middletown village . A new one is 
needed , but not i.n these few pages . The art­
icle will describe places and people connected 
with highway history. It will run in consec­
utive issues over the course of the exhibition 
"Middletown ' s Historic Hi ghway" . Subject matter 
will often be lesser known aspects or places , 
those needing a more accurate or thorough de­
scription . The first is the Truex Blacksmith 
Shop. 

The Truex Blacksmith Shop when occupied as such 
during the early years of this century . 

The building is located on the southwest 
corner of Kings Highway and Conover Avenue. 
It was built around 1825, is one story brick 
with a later stucco covering. It is not 
attractive, but is unusual as a brick busi­
ness building of the period surviving virtu­
ally unaltered. It was once part of a complex 
including harness and wheelwright shops. Fire 
and obsolescence took a large toll. The wheel­
wright shop burned, as did successive brick 
stores on the southeast corner. An 1890 fire 
destroyed a c.1875 store, while a later fire 
consumed its replacement, with the present 
stores a replacement of it. 

'Fhe blacksmith shop was in the Casler fam­
ily for most of its existence. Construction 
records are obscure, but a c.1850 business 
directory indicated John Casler as Middletown's 
blacksmith. Jacob Brower, recalling 1866 
Kings Highway thirty-five years later, remem­
bered him conducting "the blacksmith busi ness 
now owned by his son William T. Casler". 
Casler was renting the business by century's 
end as is indicated by brief notes in the 



press . H.G . Holloway left the site in 1897, 
was s ucceeded by Daniel D. Bray who stayed 
until 1901 , who was succeeded by Edward Johnson. 
The Truex connection, with his name association 
with the s hop, is more interesting that a ·string 
of hor seshoers. The Truex origin is not clear. 
An account of Truex is told in Mandeville's 
"Story of Middletown". It was traced to the 
Newark Evening News in February 1925. Briefly, 
Truex is claimed to have organized and drilled 
at t he s hop a priva te militia company between 
the wars(Mexican and Civil). William Snyder 
Truex was born in Middletown October 2, 1818 . 
He studied bri e fl y at West Point and joined the 
ar my af t e rwards. Accurate biographical inform­
ati~n is difficult t o as semble for Truex. There 
is an i nconsistancy in dates in the lenghtiest 
account of hi s life, a Monmouth Inquirer obitu­
ary , and records at t he Military Academy, for 
example. He served i n t he Mexican War and was 
a farmer before and a fter i t . The record be­
tween the war s is vague. Numerous private mil­
i tia companies existed , but there i s no other 
evidence of one of Truex ' . He was in command 
as officer of t he day of four military groups 
as the Middletown Point (Matawan) July 4th cel­
ebration in 1857 , but not one was his . Truex 
j oined the Ut ah Expedition i n 1858 and was with 
it un t i l 1861 . The s tory merits furthur check­
ing . 

Tr uex , then a colonel, organized the 14th 
Regiment of New J e r sey Volunteers in 1862 . They 
tra ined a t Camp Vr e denburgh in Manalapan Town­
ship, just ou t side Freehold. One wonders if 
some engaged i n pr e l imi nary drilling at the shop. 
Per ha ps t he s hop was t he site of a pre-1857 or­
gani zaion. Some of the most noted members of 
the Truex crew ente r ed t he Civi l War from other 
states . Time may have pe rmitted the Middletown 
gr oup to scat t e r. In any eve nt , it is fitting 
to honor this brave sol dier. Truex will receive 
bet t er biogra phica l t reatment once the facts are 
found. One hopes the blacksmi th s tory can be 
confi rmed . 

Tlw clu r r ::iv Fn rm House c . 1890s . 

Th,· 'lurr.,v f.11·m wa s once l a r ge and grand. 
1 1_ , nc I udPd t h<e Ila r t s hor ne House , the Highway ' s 
r1 I dcs r. flw .111n:1ls of the '1urrav fami l v ar e 
-.I'! J-1.-r, tu •11 uv ~ta r v clu r r av ll vcte . See he r ac­
cou nt : n Vol ume I1 of Nels~n ' ~ "New Jersey Coas t". 
'• Lll1;im ' lurrnv bought h is fnrm in 1815 fo r S 9 , 000 . 
H~ wns a l aree s t oc khol de r i n a bank and owned a 
,_. ,: i .1,;e s ton, . Let us foc us on a l a te r owner, 
1,h·1rl,·s C:nut!e r t and his pivita l ro l e i n Middl e­
trJ'••n · s h 1s t or y. 

,he r::,,11dc rts we r e Fr ench . Char les and his 
brothe r Frede r ic we r e s uccess f ul New Yor k 
:awvers . Thei r f irm Coude r t Bros. s till thri ves 

in New York and is a major international force 
Charles purchased the Murray farm around 1880 · 

Q 

paying $17 ,000 . for about 190 acres . He imp ' 
the buildings and brought in high-grade live~oved 
stock . Cows were sold . Others were expected t 
produce high quality butter for sale to fancy N~w 
York clubs . The butter was unsalable as the w·ld A 
onions on the ground contaminated the milk pro~ . , 
duced . A later effort at produce and fruit made 
the farm a success . Charles Coudert used the farm 
as a country estate . He incurred a lengthy ill-
ness and died there in July 1897. 

Other Middletown f arms were larger , better known 
older and founded by seventeenth century settlers ' 
Why is this one singled out? The Coudert period' 
signaled a major trentl in Middletown Township 
towards large country e s tates as second homes and 
businesses . Ma ny were farms and some remain , in 
various states of their or iginal condition. One 
Haskell ' s Woodland Farm , l ost its mansion to ' 
fire. However , its grounds are open annually 
for the Race Meet and are celebrated as one of 
the Township ' s great open spaces . Another , 
Cobble Close Farm , is a gem of the Period 
Revival era of early twentieth century archi ­
techture. A third , Melvin A. Rice ' s Drynoch 
Farm , lost all of its identity with agricul-
ture , became a private school , Croydon Hall 
Academy , and now exists as a municipal complex, 
including historical museum. The Murray-
Coudert house was moved back from t he road and 
enlarged. The farmland was developed , but the 
now s t ately dwelling stands near the northwest 
corner of Kings Highway and New Monmouth Road 
as a symbol of Middletown 's trans ition from 
agrarian to residential community . (The black­
smith and Murray House photos are from the 
collection of the Monmouth County His .Assn.) 

Dues ... Are Yours Paid? 

Middletown Quiz 
37. Wha t daredevi l flying s tun t did Eddi e Schneider , 

Middle t own' s Spanis h Ci vil War pilot , per form here? 
38. Whose pen uame was Robe r t Sl ender? 
39 . Whe r e was the fir s t t elevi s i on i n a Middletown 

public facility? 
40 . Wha t was the farmer name of Port Monmouth ' s Main St.? 
41. Wha t expensive r eal es t a t e was once one of the worst 

obs t ruc t ions on the Navesink Ri ver? 
42 . When and where was Chanceville changed t o New Monmouth? 

Thanks 
Chapel Hi l l A&P - f or cheese and crackers for the Society's 

Rai l road Social. 
Debbie Garthwai t - fo r a copy of her resear ch pi per on 

Lincrof t, graded "A" 
Grea t e r Red Bank Voi ce fo r a copy of the book 

"The Monmouth Patent". 
Ed ith Jackson Hanki ns - fo r an index t o Barber and Howe 
J . Louise Jos t - a file cabine t and two Monmouth CountY 

pr omotiona l bookle t s k 
Keyport His torica l Soci ety - a 1929 Middl e t own HS han~boo 
Robert Kliven - for a coal s hove l from the Pennsylva~l. 

Rai l road , a time t able and rulebook and a prohi bl tFJ'· 
e ra bot t le of a t ype " impor ted" a l ong t he --., .. • 
Township ' s bay s hore . 

Pete r Kome lski - a copy of "26 Mi l es t o Jersey City'', 
Al i ce Robinson - t ools and hardwar e 
Fr ede ri ck Rolf - Two copies of "The Marker", a trolley 

c lub publica t i on 
Robe r t Schoef f l ing - for a 1939 Odranoel d 
U. S. Navy - a copy of the Leona rdo fue l s tor age st" Y· 



Mlclclletown1s Trains continued 

Middletown's first high school was located on the corner 
of Leonardville Road and Hosford Avenue, the site of the 

•

yshore Middle School. The area was claimed to be the 
nter of the Township's population , an argumen t t o counter 
s lack of central geographic placement. The land w~s 

owned by Melvin A. Rice, who donated it to th: To-:mship 
for the school. Advancing education was a maJor interest 
in his varied career. Mr. Rice was president of the New 
Jersey and Middletown boards of education. Sectionalis~ 
was a strong force on the issue. A July 21, 1911 elec tion 
for locating the school there voted 367 to 275 in f avor of 
the site. Ironically, a trolley with a load of Navesink 
voters favoring the site broke down in Atlantic Highlands, 
preventing most from voting. 

The school was built and the trolley developed consid­
erable student traffic. School business was typical of a 
passenger pattern that would l ead to financial woes . Ser­
vice was profitable during peak hours, but low ridership 
during off hours created net losses. Increasing fares 
led to a drop in ridership and was not a solution. The 
trolleys helped build business by their stimulation of 
real estate development. Evidence comes from maps of sub­
divisions near the rights of way . and from newspaper 
accounts. Typical is an October 24 , 1907 note in the "Mon­
mouth Democrat", "A real estate boom has struck the village 
of Navesink since the advent of the trolley" . I t was a l so 
extending the village , as the reference is to the Platt­
mont development on the outskirts of the village. 

The automobile was a luxury for the rich when Jersey 
Central Traction opened, Henry Ford revo l utionized trans­
portation by establishing the automobile assembly line 
and slashing prices. Private cars were becoming common­
place by 1920 and the trolleys were feeling t he effect. 
Buses were a l so developed and operators were eager to 
serve the public. Bus owner s were generally not granted 
franchises on trolley routes in order not to weaken fur thur 
the trolley lines. However, when Jersey Central Traction 

-

ased operation in July , 1923, the buses began the next 
ay . 

As noted in October, most Township rail passengers, 
inc luding commuters, travelled on the Atlantic Highlands 
Division . It had three Township stations on the bay shore. 
The road made a profit from passenger operations in its 
early years. World War I also boosted revenue. The post­
war years were characterized by complaint s of declining 
service and demands for increased fares. Frequent stops, 
a virtual necessity when many passengers walked to the 
station, s lowed the trip. A remedy was elusive, choices 
were few and riders endured the ride. The line served 
the Township's population center, The New York and Long 
Branch road's Middletown station was c loser to the 
geographical center, but was a minor factor in early com­
muter days. Many Township NY & LB riders us ed the Red 
Bank station, s ome getting there via the trolley until its 
1923 demise. 

The NY & LB carried many vaca tionists and excursion 
travelers to the o'cean shore resorts. An interesting 
sidelight merits passing note, particularly in view of 
the East Keansburg name change campaign. Keansburg 
wished a tie to the NY & LB route. Businessmen there 
proposed in 1928 extending Palmer Avenue to the railroad 
and building a new station, It would have been called 
South Keansburg. 

The ill wind of war blew some good to the railroads 
with a considerable increase in traffic . War's end 
brought a r esumption of the dispute "less service-raise 
rates". The railroads ' case was now fueled by the need 
to fund the purchase of new diesel equipment that would 
provide a better ride. Fares remained relatively low, the 
equipment replacement was lengthy and the service dis­
pute continued. 

~~e school was built and the trolley developed consid­
-~ ne student traffic. School business was t ypical of a 

passe nger pattern that would lead to financial woes. Ser­
vice was profitable during peak hours , but low rider ship 
during off hours created net losses , Increasing fares 
led to a drop in ridership and was not a solut ion . The 
trolleys helped build business by their stimulation of 
real estate development . Evidence comes from maps o f sub­
divisions near the rights of way .and from newspape r 

The juncture of the Jersey Central Traction 
tracks with the Central Railroad tracks. 

accoun ts. Typical is an October 24 , 1907 note in the "Mon­
mouth Democr at", "A real estate boom has struck the village 
of Navesink since the advent of the trolley". It was also 
extending the village , as the reference is t o the Platt­
mont development on t he outskirts of the v il lage . 

The au t omobi l e was a luxury for the rich when Jersey 
Central Traction opened. Henry Ford revo lutionized trans­
portation by es t a blishing the au tomobile assembly line 
a nd slashing prices . Private cars were becoming common­
place by 1920 and the trolleys were feeling the effect. 
Buses were a l so developed and operators were eager to 
serve the public. Bus owners were generally not granted 
franchises on trolley routes in order not to weaken furthur 
the trolley lines, However, when Jersey Central Traction 
ceased operation i n July, 1923 , the buses began the next 
day. 

As noted in October, most Township rail passengers, 
inc l uding commuters, travelled on t he At lantic Highlands 
Division. It had three Township stat i ons on the bay shore. 
The road made a profit from passenge r operations in its 
early years. World War I also boosted revenue . The post­
war years were characterized by complaints of declining 
service and demands for increased fares. Frequent stops, 
a virtual necessity when many passengers walked to the 
stat ion, slowed the trip. A remedy was elusive, choices 
were few and riders endured the ride. The line served 
the Township' s population center. The New York and Long 
Branch road's Middletown station was c l oser to the 
geographical center, but was a minor factor in early com­
muter days . Many ToWIJ,ship NY & LB riders used the Red 
Bank station, some ge£ting there via the trolley unti l its 
1923 demise. 

The NY & LB carried many vacationists and excursion 
travelers to the o'cean s hore r esorts. An interesting 
sidelight merits passing note, particularly in view of 
the East Keansburg name change campaign, Keansburg 
wished a tie to the NY & LB route. Businessmen there 
proposed in 1928 extending Palmer Avenue to the railroa d 
and building a new s t ation, It would have be en called 
South Keansburg . 

The ill wind of war blew some good to the railroads 
with a considerable increase in traffic . Wa r' s end 
brought· a r ·esump tion of the dispute "less service- raise 
rates" . The railroads' case was now fueled by the need 
to fund the purchase of new diesel equipment that would 
provide a better ride, Fares remained r elatively l ow , tl1t· 
e quipment r eplacement was lengthy and the service dis ­
pute continued . 

The 1954 opening of the Garden Stat e Parkway was the 
most important event in the Township's history since t ho.: 
two railroads started operation 93 and 74 years prior. 



The t r olley s t ation a t New Monmouth was t y pica l of 
many" o n t he l~ne . I t is Wallings Crossin g, with 
Tinda l l Road i n the backg round, j us t b elow the 
Fo ur Co r n ers at t h e Bap t is t Churc h . 

The adve n t of this super - highwa y , a r g uably the bes t road 
i n the na t ion, p e rmit t e d t he trans f o rming o f a l a r gely 
a grar i an municipali t y into a bedroom s ubur b . I t also 
kept new reside nts on road s for a l l tra vel. Th e qua l i ty 
o f rail o p e r ations dec l ined s ha r p l y, a fami l iar proc ess. 

The railroad story cont i nues . Ev~n ts can rare l y be 
t o l d o r perceive d i n a historica l con t e xt i n their t i me . 
Middle t own ' s p r ese nc e on a major passenge r lin e is a major 
civ i c vi r tue as is i t s l a r ge s tation parking lot. The 
r ailr oad is oper a ted and the l ot was built with sta t e 
sub s i dies . lt is almost iro ni cal that the sta t ion is the 
second b usies t on the North Jerse y Coa s t l i n e because of 
i t s capac ity t o store p a s s e n gers' a utomob i l e s . These 
issues point to t h e inter- rela t i onships of t r a ns portation, 
ma t ters s t i ll being measu r e d . Th e y will be i mpo r tan t seg ­
ments o f f u t u re rail his to r ies . Ra i l tra ns port was i mport­
ant to Mi d d le town ' s pas t and i s vital to i ts p res ent and 
f u tur e . The So ciety hopes t h i s r e ading of i t s h i sto r y 
adds to under s tanding i t s s ignic i c anc e. (RG ) 

Exhibition Opens: 
"Mlddletown's Historic 

Highway" 
The exh ibition "Mi dd letown' s Hi storic Highway" o pen ed 

on December 12. I t wi ll rema in thr o ugh J une 1988 . Th e 
exhibit por trays Mid d letown v i l l a ge h i s tory i n t wo ways . 
Pictures a nd commentary desc ribe many of the i mpor t an t 
s tructu r es . Artifacts he l p port ray l i f e in time s gone by . 
In th e words of exhibit c u ra tor Peg J orda n, "We hav e tried 
t o rPcreate t he a tmosphere o ne would h av e f oun d i n the 
o l d days" . Four corne r e nv i r o nme nts i n the ma in e xhibit 
r oom are farm e quipme n t, fa r m home , b lac ks mithi n g a nd a 
g e ne r a l sto r e . See t he t ools t he blacksmith us ed and the 
Truex s ho p when occ up i e d for i ronworking . See a n a pple 
press a nd con t e mp l ate tha t 125 year s a go , far mo r e a pples 
we re drunk than ea ten . See objects t oo nume r o us t o me ntio1 

P.O. BOX 434 
MIDDLETOWN, NJ 07748 
P HONE : 291-8739 during museum hours . 
EDITOR: RANDALL GABIHELAN 

ref lecti~g times tha t wer e s i mpl : r , n o t bette r , bu t ce r ­
t alnl y differen t tha n the convenien ce- l a den l ate twentie 
cen t ury . Hou r s are Satu r d ay and Sun day, 1 :00- 4 :00 PM. th 

2'oing J!.,ocal JliJtor11: 
Exhibits 

l 

A key Society f un c tion i s d i s p lay i ng exh i bitions on 
Middletown Towns h i p histor y . I t p r ovi des vari e d opportun­
iti es t o e xp ress ones i n t eres t s and tal e nts . Our museum 
opened two and one-half y e ars ago wi th a c ommi t me nt t o 
t e mpor ary , chan g ing e xh ibits . Th e purpose was t wo-fol d. 
The fi r st was necessity . As a n ew museum with o ut a col­
l ec t ion , we we r e fo r c ed t o bor r ow a nd i mprovi se. Our 
g r owi ng collec t ion n ow c on t r i b u t e s o bj ects t o exhibitions . 
The s econd was vital i t y. Re gul ar chan g e a ttracts repeat 
visi tors . It permits dis p laying mo r e of the Towns hip 's 
long a n d v a ried his t or y . 

The new exhibi t " Middl e t own 's His t o r ic Highway" a t t ract 
ed t he p a r ticipa tion o f mo re me mber s t han any one prior . 
I t is soci e t y a c t ivity a t its best . Numerou s e xhibit · 
possibil ities c reate opportun i t i e s for showing t he t alents 
of ma ny memb e r s or prospec t i v e me mbe r s. Spec i a l interes ts 
of one pe r s on ma y _pe rmit a n e xhibit tha t mi g h t no t o ther ­
wise be mounted . It coul d be yo u r pe t projec t! Come t o 
mee tings t o e xpre ss your ideas . I t could be the _ beginning 
o f an exhi bit a n d the s t a rt o f a pleasant s oci e t y r elation. 

The possibi l i t i e s a r e too nume rous to mention here . 
Many aspec t s o f h uman ac tivity have occ u r r e d local l y, often 
with a s pec i al c harac t e r o f t he r egi on . One s ub jec t 
p roposed is fi refigh ting, a un i versa l p ursuit with a l ocal 
t r a d i t ion . Let us hear yo ur ideas. 

New Members 
Thomas A. Butler Middl e t own a. 
E . J e annine Dillon - E. Keansburg­
Ge orge & Ruth Hartman Ne w Mo nmou t r 
Ka th l een S c out e las Rive r Plaza 
Julius A. Simc h ick , Jr . Middle t own 
Ami e l & Su san Zi mm er Nav e sink 

Quiz Answers 
37 . He f l e w unde r t he Oceanic Br idge , witnessed by 

Ed Ban f i e ld . 
38 . Philip M. Freneau. 
39. Possibly i n Pe t e's Cha t t erbox, j ust north of Coopers 

Br i dge on Rou t e 35 , i n s t a l led in the f al_L oJ 1941. 
40 . Harmo ny Ave nue. It wa s changed in 1927. 
41. Guion s Point . It was so de s c ribed when t he Januar y 2. 

191 3 Monmou t h De mocrat reported its r emoval . At t he 
time it was a s a nd bar r unnin g near l y halfway accross 
the riv e r. 

42 . I n 1859, by a peti t i on to the Postmaster Gen e r al 
" extensively signed by i nhabitants of tha t vici nity" 

DEDICATED TO HE:SEARCHING, COLLECTING AN D EXHIBIT ING THE 
HISTORY OF MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP. 

I 
MEMBERSHIP DUES 
PER CALENDAR YR. 

Individual - $5.00 

Middlccown 
TownshiP. 
Hiscorical 

Sociccy 

Museum: Io the main building at Croydon Hall on Leonardville Rd. between Chamone 
and Bellevue Aves. in the township's Leonardo section. Open Saturdays & Sundays. 

Meetings: 8:00 PM at the museum, generally on the fourth M onday with occasional 
exceptions for m ajor holidays. 

Don a t ion s of historical m aterials: P lease see a museum guide or wr it e to the Society. 

Family - $10.00 

Dues for new membr rs 
joining after Oct. l in- . 

elude following ye~1r . .. \ ~ ' ..___vw, 
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