
'+Newsletter of the . 
·M}ddl~own T~ship 
1st~ Society 

VOL. IV NO. 2 

Henry Murphy Remembers 
i l ·· ~ichael Henr y Murphy spent most of his life at his fam

y s Thompson Avenue home. His town was a source of pride 
~~d o bject of esteem during a var i ed career of reaching for 
be e lus ive financial brass ring. Henry was not famous 
ut he left memories. His rambling biography contains !n

~eresting vignettes of the early decades of the century 
,ome pr ovide insi ght into important events people and · 
pl aces . • 

Henry was born October 18, 1899 in Jersey City, birth 
i lace o f so many later day Middletownites. His earliest 
ocal account is about his grandfa t he r's farm . The Charles 

Lester Smith place was on Thompson Avenue near today ' s 
Les t e r Place and Smith Place, in the pa rt,of old Port Mon
mouth a lterna tive l y known now a s Eas t Keansburg or North 
Middle t own. Mos t of hi s sixty-five acres was cultivated 
bu t fiv e ac res were kept as neadow for salt hay and seve;al 
wooded acres included ches tnut trees, persimons and berry 
~ushes . Vari ous f ruit s and vege tables were raised , most 

o r sale. Some farm work became an adventure, such as 
beach trips f or gathering hor seshoe crabs, or "horsefeet" 
as t hey we re then known locally . These ancient creatures 

•

r e s tra nded by the tides by the thousands during their 
te spring mating season. They were used as fertilizer 
d a t emporary change of diet for hogs and chickens . As 

ferti lize r, the y were placed around young orchard trees, 
g rape vines and corn hill s , with the shells then split open 
with a spade or other sharp-edged tool . The crab gathering 
was a fun t r i p for the horses. too, a s they were taken 
fo r a lengt hy swim. 

Fa r m humor included an elaborite joke on young Henry . 
A loca l s uggested to him that coins " planted" in the ground 
woul d yield a bumper crop in only a few days . The gullible 
youngster complied and was observed from a dis tance burying 
co ins . Hi s tormentor later dug t hem up, bu t returned them 
to a disa ppointed boy who unsuccessfully tried to "harvest" 
his crop . He let Henry in on the joke only then. Henry ob
ser ved much later that the game es t ablis hed a life-long 
pa tte rn o f planting financial seed s whic h disappeared. 

The Murphys became bay s hore res idents in 1906 by buying 
about e ight een acre s from Jame s Thompson. They ad j oined 
Smith' s western boundary, south of Thompson Avenue . A 
hou se wa s built around the exi s ting structure. The gas in
s tallation give s a glimpse into a them developi ng utility 
and a f amil y view. Henry 's famil y references are few; this 
one was occais oned by tragedy . Lighting and cooking gas was 
made in t he house by a machine using calcium carbide and 
water. The Murphys saw several successful operations in 
nearby areas and bought a machine that worked well for a 
while. A worker observed during s tart-up procedures on 
November 17, 1906 an escaping liquid and called Mrs. Mur
phy to the scene. She came, followed by daughter Mary , to 
a cellar filling with gas. An explosion ensued, burning 
the three Murphys, the worker and a maid, The maid died 
later that day . The Murphys recovered, after varying stays 
in the hospital. Mary 's health was fragile afterwards and 

• 

r s uccombing to pneumonia and meas les a year later wa s 
t ributed, in part, to impaired resistance. Only much 
cer wa s the cause discovered to be a blockage by insects 

in che gas relief ventilator. 
Henry had an admitted dislike for school. He attended 

four of them starting with the one-room Harmony school at 
the corner of Harmony Avenue and Harmony Road. Unhappy mem
ories f~cus on ridicule when Henry's offer to read turned 
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A Gulde of Kings Highway 
from Marlplt Hall to the 
Henclrlckson-Morforcl House 
A visit to the exhibition "Middletown ' s Hist.oric Hi ghway" 

can be enhanced by a tour along the road . An auto trip 
guided by these notes is enjoyable , but travel on foot is 
better. It is only .8 of a mile between 'Mar lpit Hall and 
the Hendrickson-Morford House . The odd building numbers 
are on the north side , the even on the south . If your trip 
begins at Marlpit Hall , you will be traveling east and the 
odd numbers will be on your left. 
N.B . Most of the buildings listed are private residences. 

Please respect the occupants ' privacy by obser ving 
the properties from the street . 

137 Kings Highway-Marlpit Hall- The nor t hern section was 
built c.1686 by James Grover , Jr . John Taylor built a 
major Georgian style addition c.1750 . The house was moved 
about 50 feet in a 1919 road re-alignment, saving one of t he 
most important houses in the Township . It remained in the 
Taylor family until the 1930 death of Mary Holmes Taylor. 
Mrs . J. Amory Haskell purchased Marlpit Hall in 1935. She 
gave it to the Monmouth Count y Historical Assoc iat ion in 
1936 , which operates t he building a s a house museum . Open 
to the public from Ma y-October . 

127 Kings Hi ghway-Orchard Home- A c.1850 Taylor Italianate 
house. An expansive two story hall with an open staircase 
and marble fireplace s make the interior as attrative as the 
high-styled exterior . Its hill once overlooked Conover Far m. 

Curve in roadway- Prior to the 1919 re-alignment , lower Red 
Hill Road was part of Kings Highway. A dist i nc t t u rn to the 
north in place of the curve placed one on the Keyport Road. 

123 Kings Highway-Middletown Reformed Church- This Gothic 
Revival church was built i n 1836 and re-modeled in 1880. 

114 Kings Highway-former Reformed Church parsonage- This 
Italianate house was built in 1873. A press account in 
1874 noted its beneficial effect on t he street's character. 

5 Conover Street-Blacksmith Shop-c . 1825 The location is 
named for General Will i am S. Truex . However, documentation 
associating with the shop is i nadequate . Truex was a rela
t ive of the owner, John Casler, who ran the shop for much 
of the 19th ·century . Several smiths occupied the shop i n 
turn in the decades around 1900. It was s old by Elizabeth 
Casler in 1921 . 

109 Kings Highway-A two part building with the older section 
dating from c.1720. The Greek Revival {rent part was added 
c.1830, with the porch a likely 20th century addition. 
This was the home of blacksmith Casler . 

28 The(Lenape)Trail-Iocust\>.000-The street was ooce the path 
to_~les Hendricksoo's Greek Ievival masteJ:piece. It was 
~lt_ m 1832, ~th a win:J added in 1842. A major restor
atial was made m 1986-7. A vast faIJI\ cnce surrounded 
I.ocust\olOOd. 

92 Kin;s Highway-<hrist Church- The Gothic ~ival J::cild-



ing was erected in 1835. Ha.ever, the church dates fJ::un 2 
1702 when it and Orrist Oiurch, Shrewsbury were founded as 
a single parish. The two separated in 1854. A blockhouse 
was an the site in the late 17th century and an earlier 
church fran c . 1750. 

82 Kings Highway-Dr. Taylor lbuse- The western main section 
is a c.1750 Georgian design, disguised by its mid-19th 
century Gothic :Eevival center gable with vergeboard. Named 
for Dr. F.dward Taylor, a leading citizen, physician and 
resident here for many years in the 19th century. 

78 Kings Highway- nie 1930 Dutch Colcnial :Eevival was an 
.i.rrp)~t IIDdern building in its first forty years. It 
was built as a tel~ switching facility with lore for 
the agent in charge. nie design was an effort to hantal
~ze a wsiness building with its historic area. nie build
ing later housed the Township library until 1971. 

69 Kings Highway-Old First Oiurch- 'Ille Baptist Oiurch was 
established here in 1668, the oldest in New Jersey. This 
Greek levival building dates fran 1832, with later alter
ations. It was originally the First Baptist Oiurch, 
before a 1963 roorger with the United Oiurch of Orrist. The 
adjoining school structure was fo:merly the 'l'bnens Orristian 
TE!li)eranoe Unicn building. It was noved fran Olurch Street. 

65 Kings Highway-the ffilliain Murray House- A Ievoluticnary 
era famh>use naned for the sen of slain patriot Jo5eEil 
~ay, William bought the faxrn in 1815. The building was 
IIDV'8d fran near the street and was a./l'led by New York la.yer 
Olarles Coudert in the late 19th oentury. 

61 Kings Highway-the Richard Hartsho:me House- 'Ille yellow 
house. an the east side of New Mc:nrouth !bad was built c. 1670 
by this early settler woo also a./l'led Sandy Hook and a vast 
tract near locust. It is likely the oldest house in the 
Ta.lnship. The interior features an unusual Dutch two rccm 
fireplace. 

5~ Kings Hi~y-the Franklin 1\cadeny- 'n'le first school in 
Middletown village was a private academy built in 1836. It 
was la~. a Township school for 51 years beginning in 1851. 
The building later housed the Township's library and was 
oonvertea to a private lore in 1950. 

Presbyterian Burying Ground-comer Kings Court- A late 17th 
oentury canetery for a church no lcnger extant in Mi.cxlle
town. BcMnes and other early settlers are ~ied here. 

46 Kings Highway-the Pink House- A Geoi:gian levival house 
built in 1908 by Emile French. The info:cnal local narrE 
is for the color of the apparently darkening tiles. Its 
fire-resistive construction features a steel frarre and 
concrete floors. 

35 Kings Highway-the Hendrickscn- 11:>rford lbuse- The pre
revolutionary section is covered by alterations . 'Ihe 
1830 placque may date a major expansion in the Italianate 
style, a typical practice then. The Hendricksons once had 
a large faJJ11 an the highway. Oiarles H. furford bought the 
house around mid 19th century and his son's estate sold it 
in 1931. Generals Clint.on and Lord Cornwallis are reported 
to have stoi:-ped for a neal here while iroving fran the ~bn
irouth battlefi8ld to the hills overlooking the bay. 

oontinued 
out ro be a recitation of t he alphabet. No one had told 
Henry that the alphabet was not " reading". A good memory 
however started him on a life-long l ove of books. He ' 

' · nr) 
started the second grade at the new Be l fo rd school, with 

◄ 

attendence there permitted by the trolley . He was skipped 
to the third . Later st ud y at Red Bank and Leona r do may not 
have produced a scholar, but l ef t Henry with the endurance l!l 
to leave a 200,000 work manu script . . , 

Business would be Henry ' s calling . An ear l y instance 
was passive, but no more successful than his own efforts 
later . Henry's father purchased shares in the Monmouth 
Steamboat Company , organized to purchase the St eamship 
William V. Wilson, named for an earlier investor , the 
estimable Baptist clergyman . The vessel was built around 
1875, but it was no longer competitive twenty- five years 
later . It was enlarged in 1900 by insertion of a fifteen 
foot section in its middle . Its 1901 season was its poor
est ever , with low freight rates for its farmer-sharehold
ers of some compensation . The Wilson los t most of its fish 
shipping business in 1902 and proved too slow for passenger 
service in 1904 . The boat was nearly totally destroyed by 
fire in June 1907 with the cause undermined. 

James Carroll built and operated a ho tel near the steam
ship's wharf. He was eulogized as generous to his fellow 
man in need , but the local troubles of his hotel with tav
ern leaves an impression of unsavoryness . Young Henry over
heard Carroll say to his father after the fire, ")iike, I 
buried the New Jersey Southern and now I guess I ' ve buried 
the steamboat" . Henry did not recount his father's explan
ation. A failing enterprise with a fire without known cause 
which destroys business records, are two key elements of 
many incendiary fires . The failure of the New Jersey South
ern is a better documented case , with '1r . Carroll's involve
ment neither known or likely crucial . However, his steam
ship burying remark strengthens your editor's previously 
held suspicions, although not conclusively, that the ,fire 
was set . 

Henry recalled two other youthful business ventures. 
Both have disappeared, one abruptly, the other ·over t ime . 
His grandfather Smith sold the brightest , longest-lasting,, 
Christmas greens in the area . Pine was shipped from Maine -
by boxcar and fashioned into wreaths by numerous locals. 
They were returned to the Smith place and dyed in a steam
ing process u3ing German analine dyes. Drying took three 
or four days. They were packed for shipment to New York, 
by steamer prior to 1906 and later by rail. A business of 
about twenty years duration ended in 1914 . The war halted 
the supply of dye and no acceptable substitute could by 
found. 

A key local crop was asparagus. Henry would ride a cart 
specially built for transit through th e asparagus fields, 
but admitted the horse knew more about the job than he, 
needing very little directing with the reins. His words 
t e ll it best:"With the coming of April the asparagus beds 
were rowed, or ridged up, and my uncle and his farm hands 
began cutting the ' grass ' as it was always called . As the 
'grass' was cut and laid in small bunches on top of the rows 
a man followed a horse drawn cart, picked the bunches up, and 
placed them in boxes with heavy square-meshed wire bottoms, 
which made it possible for th, boxes to be dipped in a t~k 
of water thus washing off any s_and on the s pears." 
Asparagus was waning in Henry's youth, It succumbed to labor 
costs higher than other crops and regions. Asparagus is a 
perennial, annually producing edible shoots. Thus, their 
fields had to be pl owed under to end them, and they were. 

Henry took temporary war-time employment. His experience 
at Keyport ' s Aeromarine Plane and Motor Company reveals 
workplace condi tions. He inspected a previously graded 
spruce that was undergoing rigorous government scrut iny 
before use in airplane manufacture. Tight standards resulted 
i,i "1a'1'/ reiects an:l large wee'.cly ':Jon-'ires of same in a ~ear· 
by meadow. His noteworthy memory, though, involved chemical 
exposure , better told in Henry ' s wor<ls:"Here after about,, 
months I became a victim of 'dope ' . Dope was the name m 
ics gave to a particular type of lacquer applied hot to t\1---:_ 

linen covering to wings and f uselage . It made the linen w~: 
erproof and t ough and shrank it taut as a drum head. But d" 
made my hands between the fingers a collection of r aw, bl•• 
ing meat. ~ly contact with this laquer was merely its fumes 
which on occasion permeated the entire plant. Very few ~~e 
could work i n the dope department any length of time de5P 
the use of various protective devices. " 



He nry next worked as a checker in the T. A. Gillespie 
Loading Company munitions plant at Morgan. He best r e
memb e rs it for being home at 5 : 30 Oc tober 5 , 1918 whe n 
an enormous explosion took a terrible toll . It inspired 
his seeking office work, but a local business venture 

•
t captures our attention. 
Scientists have long tried to harden copper . Henry 

joined forces with a local carpenter with a love for the 
bottle and a penchant for amateur metallurgy , one Charles 
"Block" Ludlow. Henry became his "go-fer". Other claims 
for hardening copper surfaced in the 1920s. The potential 
value of a discovery was great, but the liklihood small. 
However, Henry was able to convince Anaconda's experimental 
engineer at Perth Amboy to finance Ludlow in view of a mod
est $300. budget . Henry supplied clay and yellow pine for 
fuel. They built a makeshift furnace. In time, Ludlow 's 
unscientific methods produced promising results . However , 
the cost of commercial development would likely exceed its 
value and Anaconda lost interest. Henry recalled that 
Ludlow lost key experiment papers at a Keansburg bar , which 
were in no short supply during prohibition. Henry read of 
General Electric's progress with an analagous method some 
years late r . He hoped Ludlow's projections would become 
prac ticabl e as Henry took pride at bein~ on the periphery 
of this ambitious, if dubious, experiment on the bay shore. 

Henry laid pipe for the Ideal Beach Water Company in 
1929-30 . Furthur prospects with them did not develop and 
the sal e of the company forced the family's selling of their 
2% interest. He took a job in New York City . Henry's next 
venture would be a "too little-too late" scheme with color 
photography in 1933. Henry sought a backer to bail out the 
Color Film Corporation, which had a three-color printing 
process. He called on Howard Borden, a son of M.C.D. Borden . 
The elder Borden was a cotton converter, or manufacturer . 
His firm, M.C.D. Borden & Co., had its headquarters in New 
York City, while Mr. Borden built one of the finest estate s 
i n Rumson. He also owned one of the f astest yachts in the 
area a nd took pleasure in nemonstrating its speed by the 
dangero us practice of sailing in elongated ovals a round t he 
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dy Hook s teamers . The sailing game ceased, probably 
e r Coast Guard orde r. Son Howard, a brigadie r in the 
ional Guard and often addressed as"general" occupied the 

es tate . Business was diffi cult. · Howard admired Henry's 
pictures, was interestead in color photography and admitted 
to having spent muc h on it i n be tter times . Timing and the 
sta t e of his business did no t only f orbid a n investment, but 
Howard tried to "sell" Henry. He told him that his mill had 
bid on a large contrac t with no prospect of profit, seeking 
the bus i ness only to keep the mill running. The ~ene ral was 
a polo p l a yer and had a fine s t able of horses. He s ought to 
giv~ one to Henry or his brother, to find it a good home. 
The general also wis hed to sell his amphibian airplane. 
It co s t $ 35,000,was little used and Henry was offered a 
$ 500. commission if he could f ind a buyer for $2 , 500. 
There wa s no photography investment and the general sought 
homes e l s ewhere for the horses . Hard time s had .found Rumson. 

Michae l Henry Murphy e nded hi s mell)Oirs by compl aining 
that " planning ain' t worth a damm", c iting several exam
pl es of plans of the famo us gone amiss . It would not be 
l ike Henry to seek successful planners . His business was 
not fruitful and he , like many , pr eferred to l ook e lse
where for the bl ame . He wa s s killed with carpen t ry , r ead 
ex t e n s ivel y and l eft a l e ng thy example of hi s writ i ng 
p r owess . Hi s car ee r, eve n if not s uccess f ul, l eft seve r a l 
g limpses of local early t wentieth century life that merit 
long remembering . (RG ) 

Ed it o r s no t e: This art i cle wa s taken from an unpubli shed 
manu script in the cust ody of Barbara Eigenra uch, to whom 
we ex t e nd our thanks for pe rmis s ion to access . Obser
vat ions abou t t he "W .V . Wi l son" are from the Red Bank 
Reg i s t e r of the time . 

a Mlclclletown Quiz 
43. Whe re did Pr i nce Eric of Sunbeam r eign? 
44, How l ong wa s t here a live , a c hild of a Middletowni te 

who lived during George Wa s hington' s pres i de ncy? 
45 . Wha t a re t he fo rmer na mes of the se Chapel Hill area 

s treets: Stillwell Rd., Portland Rd. and Brown s Lane ? 
46. For whom wa s Stoutwood Park na med? 
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The Old Days. Sans Sentiment 
An a rticle in a county w kl 

ee yon r e t ailing began " I t 
is fas hionable to call up the 'good old t' , 
rate eve rything of modern orig'n Th l.Illes and under -

• • • • ere a r e plen t y f 
per~ons blindly enoug h attached to everything that i: old 
to induce a n absurd and unreasonable cl ' · ' 

'd · · d · .nging to the s tu-pi ities an inconveniences of t he pas t ll 
bl f • as we as t o its no er eatures ." When ? I t is in the Monmouth D 

of May 12, 1859 . The writer's wrath was directedemaoc:a t 
the "old" t gainst coun r y store with some vehemence We t 

"T k · l · quo e: 
_a e Vil ag~ and Country Stores , for instance : The 

little and dingy holes in which were piled 
d · • f away every 
escription o goods , one on the top of t he other j ars 

of stuff between pieces of calico , heaps of musli~ 
00 

the 
top ~f barrels of sugar , earthen ware filled with papers 
of pins a nd roll s of ribbon stuck a way between the 
mouldboa~ and landside of a plow-fine dry goods exposed 
to the ai r of a g rocery , and all unsheltered from t he 
~iscoloration of time and the soiling of flies a nd other 
insects - every t hing l y ing in a n undis t inguishable jumble 
and muss, so t ha t no one could find what he wanted or 
finding it was almost s ure to find it ruined. All' the;e 
dingy _a~d disorderly hol es , we say , a r e fast disappearing , 
and giving place t o modern convenience and modern neatness" 

The exhibit r oom of "Middletown 's Histor ic Highway" includes 
a corner repres entative of a count r y s tore. Thus, we are not 
country store bashing . Our installat i on has no date of in
terpretation , but is intended to reflect the charm of a slow
paced world when shopping was an adven ture. The foregoing 
should r emind a ny "good old days" spokesperson to keep i n mind 
"how old " and "good for whom". Let us take for granted the 
r eporter 's contention that retailing took a turn for t he better 
around 1860. Let us presume t hat a comfortable homey presence 
was main tained into the early decades of this century and that 
these quali ties have virtually disappea r ed . Wha t does this mean? 

Cha nge is inevitable . It is true with re tailing and likely 
every aspec t of life. A large modern supermarket of thir ty 
years ago i s now obsolescent . The obsol escence will impair 
pr icing, convenience , profits and , perhaps, all three. Even 
today's vast stores may fill only a corner of their successors . 
Forerunners exist . One i~ Texas combines a supermarket with a 
discount store, spreads ove r f ive ac r es and is called a hyper
ma rke t. The store building is 220,000 square feet, large enoug th 
fo r f ive football fields. 

Old-time country stores still exist in rural a r eas, espec
ially in places well - traveled by tourists . Countr y store trade 
publi cations advise the would- be shopkeeper that r etailing eco
nomics requi r e prices higher than the compe tition. Thus, the 
retailer will have t o appeal to the shopper ' s search for atmo
sphere or f or person-to-person contact . The charm has a pr ice. 
Cap ture the charm in the Soc i ety 's exhibi t. However , when shop
ping , r ealize the limited value of c harm and the inevitability 
of c ha nge . 

**** 
New Memllers 

Wesley V. Ba nse , S r. - Manasquan 
Edmund L. Carey, Sr . - Monmouth Beach 
Robert & Ba rbara Eigenra uch-Chapel Hill 
Michael S. Fedo s h Middletown 
Robert J. Jaros - Middletown 
Kenneth & Cheryl Keene - Navesink 
Edward Kondek - Middletown 
Albert J. Loux - Leonardo 
Stuart & Evelyn Na chtman - Middle town 
D. Mic hael Pol izzi*- ? 
Scott A. Shaulis - Somerset, Pa . 
Michae l J. Steinhorn Rumson 
Murie l Thompson*- Leonardo 

* Sustaining members 



Wanted: An Oracle 
" The Or acle of t he Highla nds o f Na ve s ink" wa s a promo

tiona l ma gazine publ i s hed by the r ea l estate in te r es t s 
develop i ng Wa t e r Wi t c h Park and Hi ghl and Beach. Al ec Finch 
generously pr ov i ded Vo l . l ,No.4, t he Sep tember 1895 issue, 
fo r copying. I t is ins i ght ful t o a pivotal rea l estate 
venture. Wate r Wit ch Cl ub, now known as Monmouth Hills , 
was a forer unne r of the larg~ coun t r y e s tates built later 
on Naves ink Rive r Road . It s development i s e ven related t o 
the mode s t homes of the ba v s hore a s both s ummer mansion 
and bungalow bri dged the t ~a ns forrnation of Middletown Town
ship from a n agraria n to a year-round residential town . 

There are a t l eas t three o ther issues. The Sep t ember 
number announced an int ention t o publish i n the winter. 
The "Oracle" is not held by majo r libraries . Copies are 
like l y in l ocal hand s with owners unawa re o f their histor
i cal importance. The Socie t y would like to l earn t he whe re
a bout s of o t her issue s a nd copy t hem. We thank Mr . Finc h 
fo r hi s assistance . Call Randy Ga brie lan , 671-2645 . 

**** 
Meetln9 Notice 

The May meeting is on the 23rd(the 4th Monday! ) at 8 : 00 
at the mu seum . It will feature a s howing of the v ideotape 
of Kings Highway made by John St. Peter's honor s class at 
Thorne Middle School. Their modest e f for t de serves h igh 
prai s e a s an exampl e of willingness to do some t hing new 
and meritorious in local histor y. The Soc iety thanks Mr . 
St . Pete r f or a copy o f the tape . June's is the 27th . 

**** 
Monmouth Patent - Part II 

"The Monmou t h Pa t ent Part II" i s the tit l e of t he second 
collection of newspape r column s by Mary Ann Kiernan . Ma i n 
s ubjec t s are old ~liddletown families i nc luding the Taylo r s , 
Hendricksons and !·1orfor ds . Ot hers incl ude notabl es f rom the 
s urroundi ng area. A ke y s elec t ion criterion was pleasing a 
r eg i onal nei.•spaper r eadership rather t han a focus on a s i n
gle t own o r t heme . 

The book consist s o f exte nsive quo ta t i ons from l ocal hi s 
t o ries a nd r emi n i scence s of olde r residents , many de scendant s 
of ar ea pi oneer famil i e s . It s s trength i s in the latte r . 
Seve ral int e r v iews produced inte r e s ting reco llections and 
previ ous l y unpu bl ished photographs that enhance the area' s 
=itten record. It s weaknesse s inc l ude a breeze y i n formalit y 
f or a ne ws paper audience and a number of f a c tua l e rror s , 
such as reference to t he marine r who "sailed the Delaware 
Rive r be tween Virginia a nd New York". The a uthor justifys 
the t i tle by cla i mi ng liberal l iterary licen se t o write 
a bout the a r ea unde r t he name o f i ts key settlement docu
ment . She s hould realize by now that t he Monmou th Patent 
was no t an ag r eement be tween Ind i ans and twe l ve Englishmen , 
but a grant by Governor Richa r d Ni coll s . 

The boo k i s print ed on a hi gh- qual i t y mat t e paper , par ~ 

P.O. BOX434 
MIDDLETOWN, NJ 07748 
PHONE: 291-8739 during mueeum houn. 
EDITOR: RANDALL GABRIELAN 

4 t icu l ar y e ff ect i ve f o r t he i l l ust r a ti ons . Lr is a pl easant 
a ddi tion to the Soc i ety's libra r y a nd we t ha nk Ns Ki er nan 
and t he Vo i ce for our cop v. Availa bl e at t he Vo i ce of f ice . 

**** 
,1,oing J:.ocal Jl-iJtorg: ~ 
History by Committee 

Most local his to r y i s probably produced by dedi cated , 
methodical i ndiv i dual s who assune command of oft en vas e 
s ub j ects . You r ed itor believe s t hi s proces s wi l l like ly 
continue . However , a suggest i on at a r ecent l oca l hi s
to r ian s confe r ence that commi ttees could pr oduce hi story 
s t imula ted thought . We a r e i n t he mi dst o f an excel~enc 
pos s ibili t y, t he Ra r i tan bay s ho re . All o f Monmou th s 
bay s hore was onc e pa rt o f Middle t own Town s hip . The fir st 
pol i tical d ivi sion occ urred i n 1848 when Midd l etown _was 
divided nearly in half, wi t h the we s tern par t becoming Rar
itan (now Haz l e t )Towns h i p . 

Seve ra l mun i cipa l ities we re f or med from them l ater. Bay 
s hore deve l opme n t i s muc h in the public eye now. A new 
r egulatory a uthorit y i s con templa ted , wh i l e a mu seum pl ans 
a ba y s hor e exhibition . A t ho r ough unde r standing of i ts 
hi s tori cal backgr ound i s v ita l . The press can take a five 
year l ook back , a his t ori ca lly meaningl ess s pan that can 
measure on l y s urf ace ma tte r s s uch a s const r uction and real 
estate prices . The his t orical pe r spec tive will s pan over 
150 year s , co the t ime when s t eam nav i gat i on wa s da wn i ng 
and road systems were planned . The di vis i on of Middletown 
pr obabl y s t emmed from a gr owing bus i nes s communi ty a long 
Mata wan Cr eek ou tgrowing rule from Midd le town village . 
The r e i s li t tle or . no r eadily availab l e ma t e rial on t he 
pol it i cal or igin of t he split . The r e i s no bet t er t ime 
t han now, which l at e r genera tions ma y see as a critica
j uncture , t o r esea rch the issue . The proposa l 's scope . / 
bene fit f r om the con t ributions of r esearche r s fr om the 
several bav s hore munic ipalities. Ar e there i nterest or 
participan~ s ou t the r e? Edi to r Randy Cabri elan 671-2645 
wil l collect suggest ions a nd see k adv i ce . 

**** 
Quiz Answers 

43. On Dr. Armand Hammer' s Shadow I s l e Farm in Ri~e r Pl aza . 
He was a prize bull , cl aimed by t he farm in 1952 as 
"genera lly r e ga r ded a s the g r eate s t sir e al i ve . .. " 

44 . At leas t un t il December 30, 1950 when Ur e t t a Field died. 
She was born February 1 , 18 72, the daughter of Joseph 
"Uncle J os ie" Fi e ld, who wa s bor n Septembe r 26 , 1792 . 

45. Lighthou se Road, Ol d Womans Hill Road and Max son s Lane. 
46. John W. Stout , Jr . , who i nheri ted h i s f ather' s farm , 

a nd Geor ge Woods , J r . They fo rmed a ho r se farm partner
s hip . 

DEDICATJW TO RESEARCHING, COLLECTING AND EXHIBITING THE 
HISTORY OF MIDDLETOWN TOWNSHIP. 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
PER CALENDAR YR. 

Individual - SS.00 

Middletown 
TownshiP. 
Historiail 

Society 

Mmeum: In the main building at Croydon Hall oa Leonardville Rd. between Cbamone 
and Bellevue Aves. in the towmhip's Leonardo section. Open Saturdays & Sundays, 

Meetinp: 8:00 PM at the museum, generally on the fourth Monday with oecuional 
aceptiom for major holiday■• 

Donatiom of historical material,: Please eee a m111eum guide or write to the Society. 

Family - $10.00 

Duee for new members 
joining after Oct. 1 in• 
elude following year. 
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